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FOREWORD 
 

This booklet contains reports written by Examiners on the work of candidates in certain papers.  Its contents 
are primarily for the information of the subject teachers concerned. 
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TAMIL 
 

 

GCE Ordinary Level 
 

 

Paper 3206/01 

Composition 

 

 

General comments 
 

The overall performance of candidates was good.  There were some candidates who displayed a good range 
of vocabulary but were relatively weak in their spelling, which reduced their overall marks.  A small number of 
candidates were weak across a broad range of skills. 
 

 

Comments on specific questions 
 

Question 1 
 

The majority of candidates attempted Question 1 (a) – the letter; the remaining candidates chose 
Question 1 (b) – the dialogue.  Both of these were generally attempted well.   
 

(a)  Good answers were characterised by a varied use of vocabulary and sentence structure.  All 
candidates used an appropriate format and style for the letter, with appropriate letter headings and 
sign off.  Spelling was a significant weakness in most responses; even stronger candidates 
sometimes made errors when spelling relatively simple words, for example:  

 

  using kdp instead of the correct kzp; using kdy; instead of the correct kzy;; using mq;Fy;y 

instead of the correct mq;Fs;s: using cdT instead of the correct czT: using tyHfpwJ 

instead of the correct  tsHfpwJ; using nfhYg;G instead of the correct nfhOg;G. 

 

 The main confusions occurred with the use of the following letters in the incorrect form: 
 

 1. d –    z – e 2. y – s – o  3. u – w. 

 

(b) Candidates who answered the dialogue question wrote well using an appropriate structure and 
style in their responses.  There were generally fewer spelling errors in these responses. 

 

(c) Very few candidates chose to answer this question. 
 

Question 2 
 

A wide range of marks was achieved on most questions answered.  Candidates appeared to have managed 
their time well and understood the rubrics correctly.   
 

(a) Strong candidates wrote fluently, giving interesting and precise descriptions of the film’s storyline 
using a wide range of vocabulary and types of sentences.  Weaker candidates tended to make 
omissions in their descriptions, for example one candidate did not give any indication of the film’s 
main plot in his writing.  All candidates made errors in spelling, to greater and lesser extents.   

 

(b) Candidates answering this question displayed a wide range of abilities, from the very weak 
candidates who had significant problems structuring sentences, to strong candidates who were 
able to give clear and coherent accounts of their favourite sports and why they appealed. 

 

(c) Very few candidates chose to answer this question. 
 

(d) The few candidates who answered this question focused predominantly on personal accounts of 
the effects of war on their lives, with less emphasis on the wider effects.  These accounts were 
generally clear and interesting, with good use made of a variety of vocabulary and a mix of simple 
and compound sentences.  Spelling errors brought down the overall level of marks.  



3206 Tamil June 2004 
 

3 

 

Paper 3206/02 

Language Usage and Reading Comprehension 

 

 
General comments 
 
The overall performance was very good, with candidates picking up more of the available marks for the 
translation than the comprehension. 
 
Most candidates demonstrated a reasonable understanding of the meaning of the passage in their 
responses.  Questions 11 and 12 proved the most difficult for candidates, many of whom did not understand 
some of the vocabulary used in the passage.  Spelling was less of an issue in the comprehension section as 
candidates were able to use the words from the passage. 
 
Candidates appeared to have used their time appropriately and understood the rubrics.   
 
Comments on specific questions 
 
Section A 

 
Question 1 
 
This question was generally well answered with appropriate use of sentence structure and vocabulary in 
English. 
 
Question 2 
 
This question was generally well answered.  Grammar and vocabulary were of a high standard, with 
meaning conveyed accurately in most cases.  Spelling was the main weakness in this question with stronger 
candidates also making errors in their writing. 
 
 

Section B 

 

Questions 2, 3, 4, 8 and 10 were answered correctly by most candidates.  Candidates tended to gain partial 
marks for Questions 11, 13 and 14. 
 
The commonest errors made on the questions were as follows: 
 
Question 11 
 
Many candidates were unable to grasp the notion of internal windows overlooking a central courtyard.   
 
Question 13 
 
Stronger candidates were generally able to pick up both marks here.  Weaker candidates made the point that 
the architect had gone on to design the parliament buildings, but did not pick up on the fact that the hotel had 
provided a model for his work. 
 
Question 14 
 
Only the strongest candidates were able to give three reasons why the architect’s buildings may not have 
been useful to commoners.  Most other candidates gained 1 or 2 marks here. 
 
Question 12 
 
This question was poorly answered in general. 
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Summary 
 
Candidates would benefit from improving their spelling.  Here are some of the commonest errors made: 

 
Incorrect spelling  
 

 
Correct spelling 

 
Njhy;fypy; 
fyw;Wjy; 
Nehahyp 
nghUik 

ftis 

fz;zj;jpy; 

cy;y 

nty;yj;jhy; 
njhupahjtHfs; 
nrhy;fpNud; 
xtHehOk; 
cl;rhfKk; fse;J 

 
Njhs;fspy; 
fow;Wjy; 
Nehahsp 
nghWik 

ftiy 

fd;dj;jpy; 
cs;s 

nts;sj;jhy; 
njupahjtHfs; 
nrhy;fpNwd; 
xt;nthU ehSk; 
cw;rhfKk; fye;J 
 

 


